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MEDIA RELEASE
UM PROFESSOR, LONDON FILMMAKER
COLLABORATE ON MONTANA FILM
By Virginia Vickers Braun
Office of University Relations
University of Montana
MISSOULA—

A London filmmaker and a University of Montana professor have collaborated on
a new film shot in Montana.

"Walking in a Sacred Manner," the title of the film,

refers to a term used among Plains Indians to describe a way of living one's life
in a respectful, attentive way.
"There's a strong environmental and ecological message that comes out of Native
American traditions," Dr. Joesph Epes Brown, UM professor of religious studies, who
served as. a consultant on the film, said.

Brown said Indians have a special

understanding of their relationship to nature that is reflected in their sacred
traditions.

"The film is essentially about the relationship of the land and the

people who lived on it," he said.
Stephen Cross, a free-lance filmmaker from London, decided to make the
film after seeing a collection of historic Edward S. Curtis photographs that
Brown had compiled in a book.

Curtis believed the Indians were doomed to

extinction and dedicated his life from 1896 to 1930 to photographing and
chronicling the North American tribes.
The resulting film intersperses present-day scenes of Montana landscapes
and wildlife with still photographs taken by Curtis.

Except for some scenes

from Yellowstone National Park, the filming took place completely in Montana.
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Other locations used were Glacier National Park, the Bitterroot Valley, Kootenai
Creek Canyon, and parts of Brown's ranch west of Stevensville. The wildlife scenes
were taken by Tom McBride, a professional wildlife photographer from Helena.
The script consists of quotations taken from Plains Indian elders compiled from
Brown's book on the Curtis photographs.
Brown, who teaches "Introduction to Religions of the World," a three-quarter
sequence on "North American Indian Traditions," and "Advanced Studies in Native
American Religious Traditions," has used the film in his classes and has had
numerous requests from universities and museums to show the film.
While yet to be distributed in the United States, UM's Instructional
Materials Service has a copy of the film which is available for showing within
Montana
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